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Constitutional Christianity. 

We get the simplest and surest idea of the 
gospel asa radical, organizing foree, or in 
other words, of Constitutional Christianity, by 
fixing our attention on the central fact in its 
history——the death and resurrection of Christ. 
This was evidently the fact of absorbing inter- 
est with Paul and the Primitive church; and 
there can be no mistake in saying that it con- 
tains, in one form or another, the whole mys- 
tery of salvation. The essential nature of 
Christianity is to be found, if at all, in looking 
into this great fact of the death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ. 

To state in the simplest way, the cireum- 
stances of the event:—A man who had lived 
in this world for an appointed time, and gath- 
ered about him a company of disciples, died ; 
and in a short time afterwards arose from the 
dead, and reappeared to his disciples. And to 
trace the matter into its consequences, this res- 
urrection-man—this posthumous man, if we 
may so call him, beeame the head of a church ; 
and became so by the distribution of a spirit- 
ual influaence—(commencing mainly, from the 
day of Pentecost,) which assimilated those 
that believed on him, to himself, in such a man- 
ner that it was proper to call the church his 
body. All that is plain and indisputable. 

But let us dwell on this latter fact a little. — 
Tho Primitive church was evidently a body of 
men and women who were joined to Christ ; or 
as Paul expresses it, were ‘ baptized into him ;” 
and by this spiritual baptism, having, as it 
were, dropped their own lives, and taken his, 
they were called his body. But Christ, their 
head and leader, was a posthumous—a resur- 
rection-man. And because they were thus vi- 
tally identified with him as his body, the state 
into which he had come by dying and rising 
from the dead, passed down also upon them ; 
so that they claimed to have been crucified with 
him, and to be risen with him—it was with 
them as with him. As he was a posthumous 
being, who had died and risen again, so that 
church was a posthumons church, claiming the 
same death and resurrection, and proving itself 
to be not of this world, by the same logic that 
proved its head not of this world. This, 
as we understand it, is the simplest idea of 
primitive Christianity--the self-evident truth 
on the face of the whole New Testament.— 
There can be no doubt that this doctrine is the 
germ and center of Constitutional Christianity. 

The annunciation of this idea, however, im- 
mediately carries the mind forward to a consid- 
eration of the conseyuences; and we cannot 
but see that a tremendous revolution was in- 
volved in it. The assumption of a posthumous 
state and position in this world, on the ground 
of union with a posthumous being who became 
the head of the church, and who made the 
chureh his body, and so identified himself with 
men, that they could say they were dead and 
risen with him,—such an assumption, though 
necessarily derived from the facts in the case, 


We rely on the free gifts of 


| could take. The establishment of such a con- 
stitution for Christianity, involved ultimate con- 
| sequenees of the profoundest character. 
| And we may see that in the Primitive church, 
some very important and radical consequences, 
| particularly in relation to Jaw, did result from 
'this constitutional principle. 
‘history that the Primitive church did claim on 
|the ground of their identity with Christ’s death 
| and resurrection, emancipation from the cere- 
‘monies of the Jewish law. That is plain and 
| evident on the face of the New Testament ; and 

it will be remembered, that at that time, in 
that age and country, the abrogation of circum- 
cision, and all the sacred institutions of the 
Mosaic economy, was a very serious matter. 
It was accounted seditious and revolutionary in 
the highest degree ; and roused all the conser- 
vatism of the Jews on the one hand, and re- 
quired all the heroism of the martyr spirit in 
the church, on the other. So far, at least, the 
church went, in following out the great consti- 
tutional principle of Christianity, that in the 
death and resurrection of Christ, the believer is 
carried out of this world, and into the post- 
mortal state, where Christ is. 

Still it is plain in the history of the New 
Testament, that the inevitable consequences of 
|that primary idea were not all developed in 
the Primitive church. The subversive opera- 
tion of it in reference to the institutions of this 
world was limited: there is no question about 
that; and it was limited, recollect, in reference 
to institutions that are now being attacked.— 
The Primitive church did not attack slavery at 
all; and yet probably most persons believe that 
the destruction of slavery was somewhere con- 
cealed in the Constitution of Christianity—in 
the doctrines of the Primitive church. But 
leaving slavery, the ouly civil and religious in- 
stitutions which Christianity directly attacked 
at that time, were immediately connected with 
the Jewish and Mosaic economy: institutions 
however, which were as sacred to the Jew, as 
slavery is to the South, or as marriage is to 
mankind in general. These it destroyed, but 
left the Gentile world mainly undisturbed. 
Here it is natural to inquire how and why it 
was that such a revolutionary, central principle 
as we have stated—the professed standing of 
the church in a posthumous state, could be 
consistent with the conservatism which we see 
in its history in regard to slavery and other 
such abuses. The Primitive church manifestly 
stood in a conservative attitude toward worldly 
institutions—there was a compromise between 
the absolute principle on which it was founded, 
and its actual course toward existing things.— 
Let us discover, if we can, the broad principle 
by which this is to be interpreted. 

Our view is that the apostles did not wish 
to spend their force, or to turn the attention of 
men on any of the minor, secondary elements 
and institutions of the world ; and hence they 
chose not to place themselves in direct quarrel 
with slavery, or with civil governments, any 
farther than it was necessary to develop the 
principle of freedom ; and that they did in their 
warfare with the Jewish ritual. Their wisdom 
and their actual course was, first of all to make 
an end of sin; and accordingly we find that 
there isthe spot where they first brought to 
bear this resurrection-lever—on sin, as being 
the center of all selfish institutions; and on the 
clear economical principle that if you destroy 
the root of a thing all its branches will die.— 
Of all the recognized institutions of the present 
world, probably the only one that was directly 
attacked by the power of Christ’s resurrection, 
in the times cf the Primitive church, was sin. 
The sixth chapter of Romans tells the story— 
it was the ‘ body of sin’ that was to be destroy- 








It is a matter of 


A person who does not understand this prin- 
ciple, will wonder why the apostles did not let }1 
loose their artillery of denunciation against sla- | i 


very good reason that they knew if they could 
destroy sin, that all such institutions asslavery, 
which are the expressions of sin, would come to 
an end of themselves. And there is no doubt 
that in attacking sin, or in other words, selfish- 
ness, they expected in process of time, that all 


pressing sclfishness, and all institutions made 
for the purpose of controlling, rectifying, and 
repressing selfishness, would come to an end.— 
It should be noticed that those institutions that 
express selfishness, are also fitted to be its 
regulators, and the Primitive church would not 
allow themselves to stand as destructives, remov- 
ing the safeguards of society, while yet they did 


ciety. Ifthey had turned aside to attack institu- 
tions which curb and punish sin, it would have 
been really a destructive operation ; but on 
the other hand, confining their attacks to the 
abolition of selfishness, they knew perfectly well 
that all institutions which are any way connec- 
ted with it, would fall to ruin with the success 
of their measure. 

Their position was a wise one, and may be 
illustrated in this way: here isa man that is 
in favor of free trade—opposed to all revenue | V 
laws, and custom-house duties. You suggest 
that perhaps he is in favor of smuggling? No, 
says he, not at all; I am not in favor of smug- 





hy abolishing the revenue laws. Smuggling is 
one of the consequences of your revenue laws. 
As long as those laws exist, smuggling is a crime, | ‘ 
and I will stand by the government in repress- 
ing it ; but my object is to abolish this law, and 
thereby put an end to smuggling. 

The apostles were endeavoring to abol- 
ish slavery on a similar principle. They 
certainly did not say any thing against it 
by itself; on the contrary they discounte- 
nanced the disturbance of that relation so long 


as the sources of it remained; they were op-| 
posed to slaves running away, &c. But it is 
equally certain that they brought to bear on 
slavery a sure power of ultimate destruction, 
by their attacks on its souree, which is selfish- 
ness. 

And while we perceive that the resurree-| t 
tion principle was confined in its operations| 


externals for the time being to go on as usual, 
let us not forget that a posthumous man was the|t 
head of the church, and that its foundation princi- 
ple derived from this fact, was a growing, expan- 
sive thing, which must necessarily advance in its 
conquest, and finally break up every thing con-/|s 
nected with sin, or foreign to the resurrection. | a 
It was a revolutionary gospel. A vorfer was 
then formed, of death to sin and selfishness, 
and all evil-—a resurrection-vortex, around 
which all men and institutions from that time 
began to circle, and into which they must all 
sooner or later plunge. And as all men and in-| a 
stitutions must go into that vortex, whatsoever 
does not belong to the resurrection-man, will 
go down there. 

Now let us go forward and try the bearing of 
this view of the gospel of Christ upon the insti- 
tutions of the present time. Al! will admit prob- 
ably the view we have taken of the operation 
of Christianity in respect to slavery—-that 
though it did not immediately and directly 
attack that institution, yet that it attacked its 
source, and that now slavery itself is about 
plunging into the vortex which the gospel 

formed, and will be destroyed by it. So much 

will be readily seen by all. But now we have 
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ed. And it was because they struck at the 





Was yet the most revolutionary step that men 


root, that they neglected the branches. 


to notice that there is a curious linking together 





institutions originating in selfishness, or ex-| for both. 


allusion to slavery, 
occupied the same platform in the apostle’s 
mind. 


Then in the same connection: 
not destroy selfishness, which is the danger of so-| called being a servant [slave] ? care not for it ; 
but if thou mayest have thy liberty, use it 
rather.’ 
spicuous with the particular friends of marriage 
——‘ Marriage is honorable in all,’ and you will 
find in the next verse before it, ‘ Remember 
them that are in bonds, as bound with them.’ 
Paul coupled the two institutions of slavery 
and marriage together, and treated them alike, 
with this difference : that he nowhere came out 
with a point-blank argument against slavery, 


dience of slaves. 
We are somewhat inclined to think from the 
attitude which they assumed in reference to 


mainly to the source of evil in the heart, leaving Fugitive Slave Law. 
was that of leaving the institutions of the world 


lition of sin. 
code, fornication and adultery were in their 
view like violent attempts to escape, or like 


The two subjects are uniformly found in con- 


rection, and there isa remarkable resemblance 
n the apostolic treatment of them. You find 


very ; but they evidently did not, and with the | in the Epistle to the Ephesians, ‘ Wives, sub- 
mit yourselves unto your own husbands——Hus- 
bands, love your wives ;’ and right after that, 
‘Servants, be obedient to your masters,’ &c. 
Go into Colossians, and you find the same 
thing—marriage and slavery in close connec- 
tion, and the same kind of advice administered 


Take up the first epistle to the 
Jorinthians, at the chapter devoted to the sub- 


ject of marriage, and you will find a significant 


showing that the two 
Speaking of marriage, he says, ‘ Art 
thou bound unto a wife ? seek not to be loosed. 
Art thou loosed from a wife ? seek not a wife.’ 
‘Art thou 


Go even to that text that is so con- 


which he did against marriage. There is one 


chapter, (1 Cor. 7.) which is devoted to general 
advice against marriage. Christ also in his cele- 
brated remark about the resurrection, omits to 
gling ; but am in favor of abolishing smuggling | notice slavery, but affirms that there is no mar- 
riage there. We judge from these signs, that if 
they had felt themselves called to go beyond 


uttacking sin, in the place of attacking slavery 


first, they would have attacked marriage. 


It may be said that the apostles not only 


abstained from attacking marriage in a subver- 
sive way, but that they severely reprimanded 
any violation of the law of marriage, as forni- 
cation, adultery, &e. 


That is certainly true. 
Ihese offenses bore the same relation to mar- 


riage, precisely, that the running away and the 


lisobedience of the slayes do to slavery; and 


on the same principle that they reprobate mar- 
riage irregularities, they reprobate the disobe- 


Paul sent back Onesimus. 


he mode of attacking vicious institutions, that 
hey would not have resisted even the present 
Their general principle 


0 pass away by the ultimate effect of the alo- 


In view of the existing marriage 


muggling, involving the breaking of the law, 
nd various serious mischiets ; and they opposed 


the whole of it. 


We have brought to view in a fair and indis- 


putable manner, the Constitution of Christian - 
ity, by which the church of believers assumed 
the condition of their crucified and risen Head, 


nd the policy of the Primitive church, under 


that constitution. 


The question how we shall follow in their 


footsteps in the application of that constitution 
to the present time, isa somewhat complicated 


roblem ; and a conscientious man will search 


long and seriously for some clue by which he 
may be sure that he is carrying out their in- 
tent—following out the principles which they 
stood upon. 
show how these principles are to be applied -by 
us as followers of them at the present time.— 


We will not undertake now to 


ut this much we do say : that as loyal believ- 


ers with them in the gospel of Christ, and re- 
ceivers of their understanding of the Constitu- 
tion of Christianity, we are bound now and at 
in the New Testament of slavery and marriage. ! all times, in all places and forever, to hold forth 
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the constitutional principles which have been 
stated. Weare bound to accept a posthumous 
state as the Constitution of Christianity—we 
are bound to follow them by believing that 
Christ died and rose for us, and that we are 
baptized into him. We are bound to sweep 
the field of all obstructions to the clear view of 
that fact; and if any institutions now rise up 
and deny God’s right to have a, posthumous 
chureh in this world, then we shall have to face 
them, and demand in the name of the living 
God, the rights of Christianity in this respect. 

That is the broad ground we stand upon. 
The original faith of ‘ Christ crucified’ must | 
not only be revived, but it must have the liberty 
of expansion and growth: and the things that 
belong to this world must make room for it. 
The original vortex of Christianity must at all 
hazards be reépened,and all earthly institutions, 
circling around it,must take theirluck. If they 
belong to the heavenly state, they will survive ; 
and if they do not belong to the heavenly state, 
they will go down. 

We need not stop to look at the consequen- 
ces of this position—we are perfectly safe in 
adopting Paul’s ‘ hobby,’ and there need be no 
question as to what that was. ‘Iam crucified 
with Christ,’—‘ I am determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and 
This was Paul’s ‘ hobby,’ 
Their grand 


him crucified,’ &e. 
and that of the Primitive church. 
thought was not the abolition of this or that 
specific evil, but the 
that by the death of Christ they were dead 


great antecedent idea, 





and risen with him. By joining and beeom- | 
ing united to a resurrection-man, they also} 
were taken out of this world with him. This 
is Constitutional Christianity; and we are sure 
it will ultimately sweep all before it. There is 
no answer to it: it is safe, and the power and 


inspiration of God will go with it. 
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Progress of the Higher Law. 


We clip the following extracts from the account of 
the doings of the Senate, in the New York Tribune, 
of the 4th inst. On the occasion of the presentation 
of a Memorial from the Baptist Union of Maryland, 
praying for the interposition of the United States, 
in behalf of Americans in Europe—to secure to them 
the enjoyment of religious liberty—Mr. Cass is rep- 
resented as having said : 


I have been requested to present the petition 
which I send to the Clerk’s table, from the Maryland 
Baptist Union Association, and to move its reference 
to the appropriate Committee. I do this with pleas- 
ure, not only from a regard to the motives and po- 
sition of those who make this application, but also 
because I heartily concur with them in the impor- 
tance of the object, and in the propriety of calling 
the attention of the Government to it, an object dear 
to us and the world in its consequenees now and 
hereafter. This body of pious and intelligent Chris- 
tians anxiously desire the freedom of religious wor- 
ship for their countrymen wherever the accidents of 
life may carry them, and it is not strange that this 
sentiment should be strongly felt and strongly ex- 
pressed in this land of Gospel liberty; but it is 
strange that in this age of the world and this day 
of intellectual advancement any obstacle should be 
interposed by any Governmeat in Christendom to 
prevent the believers in the faith of Jesus from fol- 
lowing the dictates of their own conscience, and 
while rendering unto Cwsar the things that are 
Uesar’s, prohibit them from rendering unto God 
the things that are God's, agreeably to their con- 
victions of the injunctions of His Divine word. 
I concede fully with the signers of this petition, 
that the best of all freedom is the freedom of con- 
science, and there is no tyranny so revolting as that 
which tyrannizes over the mind. We have a right 
to be heard in such an appeal as this, for we have 
tried the great experiment—an experiment no lon- 
ger—for it has become experience, of the entire 
separation of Church and State, and have shown 
that unrestricted freedom of worship is not only best 
for the political interests of a country, but best for 
the true interests of religion itself. Unfortunately, 
the errors of the dark ages have not yet wholly 
yielded to the progress of truth, and in many coun- 
tries the civil authorities impiously undertakes to 
exclude any form of religion but its own; and non- 
conformity is not alone a want of conformity to the 
will of God, but the offense of preferring the Divine 
Will to that of the ruler. Human presumption has 
never gone further than in the erection of a stan- 
dard of faith, with which all must agree or be sub- 
ject to the penalties of the Government here and to 
the excommunication of the Church hereafter. So 
far as regards the profession of a particular doctrine 
ms a necessary qualification for oftice—however we 
may lament its presumption and injustice—we have 
no rational cause of complaint, as that is a question 
of national policy; and nothing better illustrates 
the slow progress of truth in these old countries 
where it has many interests and prejudices to en- 
counter, than the fact that even in England, with 
all her real claims to freedom and intelligence, a Jew 
to this day cannot occupy a seat in Parliament with- 





down. 


out taking an oath by which he abjures his own 
faith and the religion of his forefathers; but we 
have a right to expect from all friendly nations that 
American citizens be permitted to enjoy liberty of 
worship wherever they may go. There is not the 
slightest reasonable objection to such a demand; it 
ought not indeed to be necessary, for this unworthy 
system of intolerance has not the least foundation in 
reason or religion—it is a mere felic of barbarism, 
converting the religion of the Gospel into an engine 
of State, and substituting human fallibility for those 
personal convictions of religious belief which every 
one should exercise for himself, and fur the exer- 
cise of which every one is responsible. 

In what manner it may be proper for our govern- 
ment to present this grave question to other govern- 
ments, I do not undertake at present tosay. I shall 
move its reference to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, feeling satisfied that they will give it their 
earnest attention, and in the hope that they will 
make a report which will be authoritative as the 
expression of our views, and still more those of our 
constituents. Whatever commuuications the Execu- 
tive may open with foreign powers, certainly there 
can be no objection to firm and friendly representa- 
tions, and I cannot doubt that these declarations of 
the wishes of the American people will have weight 
everywhere; and I am satisfied they will ere long 
produce asalutary effect in some countries, and 
eventually in all. This is a kind of interposition 
that befits this republic; and we have cause to feel 
gratified that the opportunity is offered us of aiding 
in a work which commends itself to our consideration 
by the highest motives that can influence human 


action; and I am free to confess, sir, that for myself 


I rejoice at the occasion thus given us, while plead- 
ing for the full toleration of religion, to bear our 
testimouy tv its priceless value. Independent of its 
connection with the human destiny hereafter, I be- 
lieve the fate of republican governments is indisso- 
lubly bound up with that of the Christian religion, 
and that people who reject its holy faith will find 
themselves the slaves of evil passions, and of arbi- 
trary power, and Iam free to acknowledge that I 
do not see altogether without anxiety some of the 
signs which, shadowed forth around us by weak 
imaginations with some, and irregulated passion 
with others, are producing founders and followers 
of strange doctrines, whose tendencies it is easier to 
perceive than it is to account for their origin and 
progress; but they will find their remedy, not in 
legislation, butin a sound religious opinion, whether 
they inculcate an appeal to God by means of stocks 
and stones and rappings, (the latest and most ridi- 


| culous experiment upon human credulity,) or whe- 
| ther they seek to pervert the Scriptures to the pur- 


poses of their libidinous passions, by destroying that 
safeguard of religion and social order, the institution 
of marriage, and by leading lives of unrestrained 
intercourse—thus making proselytes to a miserable 
imposture, anworthy of our nature, by the tempta- 
tions of unbridled lust. This same trial was made 
in Gernany some three centuries ago, in a period of 
strange abominations, and failed. It will fail here. 
Where the Word of God is free to all, no such vile 
doctrine can permanently establish itself. 

[The New York Tribune in its abstract of the 
above, says Mr. Cass refers in the latter part of his 
discourse to the * anti-marriage perfectionists.’ The 
Pensylvania Freeman on the other hand, thinks he 
refers to the Mormons. In either case we entirely 
agree with the honorable Senator as to the means 
which are to be used to put down fanaticism. In ac- 
cordance with the spirit of his previous remarks, he 
says, ‘the remedy is to be found not in legisla- 
tion, but in a sound religious opinion;’ and that 
« where the word of God is free to all, no vile doctrine 
can permanently establish itself.’ This is excellent— 
and we are glad to see so just an appreciation of the 
Bible gaining ground. Let all come up to this hearty 
belief in the word of God, and there will be no dan- 
ger from fanaticisms however seductive and plausi- 
ble. The Bible is the Book that will put them all 
For our part, though we stand somewhat in 
the character of Social reformers, yet our main busi- 
ness is devotion to the Bible—our highest desire and 
constant labor will be, to understand it ourselves and 
to promote its influence on mankind. And if we 
have in any way adopted falsehood and fanaticism 
—if our views have been already tried in Europe 
and failed, still we say to all, search the Bible—seek 
to attain a sound religious opinion, and if we go down 
before it, it will be because we deserve to. We 
think we may say truly that our steadfast example 
of attachment to the Bible has done more to repress 
infidelity, and reckless radicalism among reformers 
than the labors of almost any other class. And we 
now say with Mr. Cass, Let the Bible have full sweep 
against fanaticism, fall who may.] 

Mr. Hare approved highly of the object of the 


memorial, but did not see how this country could 
make such an appeal. 


Religious freedom was for- 
bidden by the laws of those European nations, and the 


memorial just presented prayed the interposition of 


this Government in order that religious freedom 
might be permitted. Was not this asking for the ad- 
mission and observance by those nations of a law 
higher than the Supreme law of the land?) Was not 
this spreading a ‘higher law?’ The doctrine of a 
higher law had been condemned in this country. No 
law higher than the Baltimore Platform and the Fu- 
gitive Slave Act was to be allowed, and yet this me- 
morial, so highly commended by the Senator, sought 
to establish in other countries a law higher than 
their own. He thought the object sought a most 
commendable one—he would be glad that all nations 
should be taught that there was a God whose laws 
and commands were supreme, but he did not think 
this was the nation to send forth Missionaries to 
preach that doctrine. We were the last, people in 
the world to make that appeal. 


We are glad to see these discussions going on, ‘in 
the high places of the earth; and we regard them 
as an indication, of the progress of the Higher Law 
sentiment. As such, we refer to them with interest 
and satisfaction. Mr. Hale’s reply to Mr. Cass, is 
pithy and appropriate. 





Reference to the Higher Law, is becoming more 
and more frequent; showing that the leaven of rev- 
erence for God’s word, is effectively at work. If 
that word be true, the Higher Law principle is 
destined to become the prevailing sentiment of the 
world—overshadowing everything else. All appear- 
ances indicate that this time is near. 

The persecution in Tuscany, and the movement 
for religious freedom growing out of it, which was 
noticed in the last No. of the Cireular, and which 
evidently elicited this Memorial and its discussion, 
seems to point in the right direction, and we think 
will have a good effect. Every thing that favors the 
circulation and study of the Bible, and the rights 
of conscience, is preparing the way for the estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the reign 
of Christ on earth. A. 





Tue Poxitician rurNED GarpENER.—Mr. Greeley, 
in answer to a correspondent who invites his coope- 
ration in the organizing of a new political party, 
thus discloses his present state of mind : 

‘*Well, friend, go ahead with your politics and 
new parties! You have had along rest, and can 
well afford to be active through the year ensuing.— 
But we have been hard at work, and closed up with 
a most decided beating. Our present inclination is 
toward Agriculture and Horticulture for the year 
1858. Can you give us any hints as to the cheap 
and thorough reclamation of Bog Meadow? How 
much lime per acre would you apply to such land at 
the outset? What opinion have you of the Beet Cul- 
ture? How would Syracuse or Rochester Peach 
trees be likely to flourish in the gravelly loam of 
West Chester? If you have any thing to offer on 
these and kindred points, we shall be glad to hear 
from you forthwith; and by-and-by we'll confer on 
the Politics of the Future. For the present, we have 
one fixed principle—Tusz Maine Law. How do you 
like it ? 

The News. 

....Mr. Cass’s speech in favor of our Gov- 
ernment securing the religious liberty of its 
citizens in other countries, from which we have 
made extracts in another place, is attracting a 
great deal of attention. 

..-.»The Tribune judges from the speeches 
in Congress, that there is a growing opposition 
in the South to the acquisition of Cuba. 

....Mr. Everett, Secretary of State, has 
written a very able letter, declining to join 
England and France in a mutual pledge, never 
to take Cuba. 

--+-The second trial trip of the Caloric 
Ship Ericsson came off yesterday, (the 11th,) 
to the entire satisfaction of the Editorial Corps 
who were on board. She went about 8 miles 
an hour against the tide. They consider the 
experiment entirely successful; and that the 
new motor is established beyond a doubt. 
It is anticipated that this discovery will make 
a great revolution in the mechanical world. 

..++ There is evidently a bad state of things 
in Mexico. The government is weak and un- 
able to put down the numerous factions that 
exist. Several of the States are in open re- 
bellion. There is some talk among the Rev- 
olutionists of recalling Santa Anna. 

*+**The Derby Ministry, in England, has re- 
signed, in consequence of an unfavorable vote 
in the House of Commons ; and another Minis- 
try is being formed under the direction of the 
Earl of Aberdeen, as Premier. Lord John 
Russell is to be Secretary of Foreign Affairs, 
and Lord Palmerston, of the Home Department. 

...- Things in Paris are quiet, if not dull. 
The new Emperor has had some trouble with 
refractory members in the upper House, who 
were not willing to give him the unlimited con- 
trol of the protective policy of the nation; but 
by a show of compromise succeeded in bring- 
ing them to his terms. The Pope seems reluc- 
tant about going to Paris to crown the emperor. 

..»++ The Emperor of Austria, is on a visit to 
the King of Prussia, at Berlin. Conjectures 
abound as tothe object of his visit; but 
nothing definite is known. 





The Believer’s Study. 

We have read in the papers, that a father 
asked his little boy, how he got on with his 
Arithmetic and Catechism? ‘ I’ve eyphered,’ 
said the little fellow, ‘through Addition, Sub- 
traction, Justification, Sanctification and Adop- 
tion.’ A very good answer, if it was true. 

The reception of the gospel is well compared 
to cyphering ; it isa process of reckoning —of 
counting and accounting. We may consider 
that the gospel is a record of the sum of our 





inheritance, and we are left to cypher it out; 
and we shall have the benefit of it, just so far 
as we can count or reckon. It requires a good 
deal of diligence, to add up all the results of 
our baptism into Christ; but that is all we 
have to do. Wedo not have to make our 
wealth, but to count it. iH. 





Preaching by Spirit. 

We are constantly exercising an influence by 
our spirit on all around us—imprinting our- 
selves upon others. So we preach by spirit as 
well as by word, and generally the former is 
the most effective way. reason we 
are bound to be what we wish others to be. 
Then instead of fretting against the faults we 
see in our companions, we should make them 


For this 


inducements to attain ourselves the opposite 
virtues. For instance if we would teach the 
world humility, we must draw them to a meek 
and lowly spirit, and to do that we must have 
a meek and lowly spirit ourselves. And so 
with all the fruits of the Spirit. 

Paul said that in the gospel of Christ, ‘ the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith :? (Rom. 1: 17:) by which I understand 
that he expected to communicate to others what 


faith he had in himself. H. A. N. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR. 
The Believer’s Consciousness. 

Assuming that the heart is cleansed from sin 
and all evil by the blood of Christ, the ques- 
tion arises—What is the true state of a per- 
son’s consciousness? Must he still remain a 
subject of the external influences that sur- 
round him? or, can he assume the conscious- 
ness of Christ, and become independent of ex- 
ternal evil ? 

It is generally supposed that this last eondi- 
tion is impossible while we remain in the body, 
and that believers in Christ must endure a disa- 
greeable existence until death relieves them ; 
and then they may ‘soar to worlds unknown,’ 
On the contrary, we believe that we are in 
no way dependent on death, but can now en- 
ter into the glories of Christ’s resurrection— 
that we are united to Christ, and united ts him 
as he now is in the resurrection, and not as he 
was when fighting in this world with the pow- 
ers of darkness. We are anchored, as th 
apostle Paul expresses it, ‘within the vail,’ 
and all that remains to be done, is to ‘ warp 
up,’ (or be warped up,) by the belief and con- 
fession of this fact, to its perfect realization. 
This idea is vividly expressed in the article on 
‘Salvation from Sin,’ thus : “ True faith boldls 
follows primary facts to their conseqnences.— 
It says, If Christ is in me, his death and resur- 
rection are in me; I am crucified with him; 
my soul is with him in the resurrection; I sit 
with him in heavenly places ; his victory over 
sin and death is mine.”’ 

The above passage has many times strength - 
ened my heait, dispelled false imaginations, 
and enabled me to rejoice in the realization of 
union with Christ. No matter where the be- 
liever is—let his circumstances be ever so de- 
plorable—let darkness surround him on every 
side—yet he can through faith say, ‘ I sit with 
Christ in heavenly places; his victory over 
evil is mine.’ 

This was the position and faith of the Primi- 
tive church. Paul, for instance, though he 
passed through such trying experience as we 
ean hardly conceive of, could still testify, 
—Tam crucified with Christ: nevertheless, 
I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.’ 
And he uses such language as the following, 
toward his fellow-believers: ‘If ye be risen 
with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.’ 
He did not mean by this to urge them to con- 
sider death as a friend that won'd present them 
to their Savior; for he assumes that they are 
already risen with Christ. Again, he says— 
‘Our conversation zs in heaven.’ Many simi- 
lar texts might be quoted, showing that believ- 
ers can realize their union with Christ and 
heaven here—that their consciousness may be 
lost in a higher consciousness, so that the words 
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of Christ will be literally true of them-—* Be- 
hold the kingdom of God is within you.’— 
The great labor of Paul in all his epistles seems 
to have been to persuade believers to reckon 
themselves risen with Christ, and dead to the 
world. 

But, says unbelief, ‘Are you so much beside 
yourself as to think your are risen with Christ, 
and sit with him in heavenly places? It seems 
to me that you sit in this world with men, rath- 
er than in heaven with Christ.’ Right at this 
point is the conflict of faith—tright here is faith 
‘the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.’ Unbelief and superficial 
feelings tell us that we are creatures of circum- 
stances, and subjects of evil, ‘cooped up be- 
tween the cradle and the grave:’ faith, our 
deepest consciousness, and the word of God, 





tell us that we are independent of time and 
space, and partakers of the glories of Christ. | 
Which shall we believe ? 
confessing the truth, in face of contradictory | 
feelings, and the evidence of superficial or ap-| 
parent facts, we shall gradually realize it more | 
and more, until our whole nature with all its 


By believing and | 
: 


sensations, is pervaded by the consciousness of 


Christ and heaven. w. 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 159. 

[Rerortep For THE Cincucar, Oct. 30, 1851.) 

HEAVEN’S POLICE. 

The question may be asked, What is to be 
God’s method of quelling violence, in his fi- 
nal government in this world? There must 
be some way in which wicked men will be 
deprived of their power to do mischief; and 
yet we cannot see how it is to be done 
by force, or by any system of legislation and | 
executive administration such as now exists 
in this world ; i. e., by sheriffs, prisons, pen- 
alties, &c. These things are a part of the 
fashion of the world, that must pass away ; 
and furthermore, they do not accomplish 
the object, only in a partial degree. The 
other method resorted to by the world, is - 
olence—direct violence, as in the case of 
mobs and wars, meeting blows with blows, 
suppressing wrong by a spontaneous move- 
ment, as the Californians do. In nearly 
all disturbances the law is first resorted to, 
and then the mob, or direct violence. Be- 
tween nations, where there is no supreme 
law, after a certain amount of negotiation, 
they appeal to force; to the direct action 
of the passions. ‘This method, again, is a 
part of the fashion of this worla which must 
pass away. It does noi satisfy a sound 
heart in the least; for the grosser and more 
ferocious a man is, the greater advantage 
he has in this game. 

These two methods that exist in the world, 
of suppressing scoundrelism and securing 
justice, are both alike in substance. One 
is slower and safer in its operation, and the 
other more summary and effective ; but both 
agree in their general policy of suppressing 
scoundrelism by physical force. The ques- 
tion is, How can scoundrelism be suppressed 
without resorting to either of the methods 
which have been described? How 
righteous men be protected, and the wicked 
suppressed, without either law or violence ? 
What is Christ’s plan about it? Is he go- 
ing to quell the wicked himself, at a single 
stroke, or will the righteous, as they are 
separated from the wicked, discover some 
yet unknown power of protecting them- 
selves ? 

Probably it is not fair at all for us to 
judge of the power of spiritual weapons— 
of the power ofa purely spiritual government 
to suppress scoundrelism, protect the righ- 
teous and destroy the wicked—hy anything 
that is past in our own experience, or by any 
thing in the present state of the world. For, 
assuming that it is God’s plan to substitute 
for the present police system and methods of 


can 





‘there is a party of riotous persons, that care 
nothing for law—violent mob-characters on jin, and sympathize with, all the long-suffer- 
ing of God. 


protection, a purely spiritual government, 
i. e€., @ government that shall magnetically 
paralyze the wicked in their attempts to abuse 
the righteous—it is evident that he can- 
not begin to put that plan in operation until he 
gets a party that have thoroughly abandoned 
all other plans. Suppose for instance, that 


the one hand; and on the other, a party 
of sober citizens, who rely on the law, and 
on police, prisons, &c., 
law; it is evident that God cannot step in, 
and give his spiritual weapons to the law- 
and-order party , for they have already cho- 
sen their own weapons, and they are weapons 
that God discards, as much as he does 
those of the mob. Then again, suppose 
that the law-and-order party are abusing 
the liberties of the people outrageously, and 
that there is acall for revolutionary mea- 
sures of some kind; and suppose that the 


oppressed class are so uncivilized, that they 
can think of no other way to gain their 
rights, but to kill their oppressors, and resort 
to the physical-force method. Here, like- 
wise, is no chance for God to come in, and 
give them his weapons; for they have also 
chosen their weapons. God discards the 
methods of both parties—of the law-and- 
order party, and the oppressed people: he 
can have nothing to do with either party, 


that are back of the | ductors of Heaven’s execution, will have this 
first characteristic that I have mentioned ; 
and secondly, and apparently in direet oppo- 
sition to this, they will have a more vehe- 
ment, destroying, and even violent hatred of 
iniquity than any party in the world—they 
will have more intolerance of a certain kind 
—God’s intolerance—than either the law- 
and-order party on the one hand, or the 
rowdy party on the other. 
erance will take a judicious and reasonable 
course: it will not be directed against flesh 
and blood, or specific forms of iniquity, 
which are only the superficial 
tations of principalities and powers ; their 
intolerance will be directed against sin and 
unbelief: against the Prince of this world, 
Satan, and his angels, and against thrones 
and spiritual wickedness: it will go to the 
heart of the matter. 
mainly directed toward Satan: they will! 


A person who sees clearly 


pro- | 


I suppose the people that are to be the con- 


But their intol- 


manifes- 


Their hostility will be 





supposing him to have chosen a spiritual} bear and forbear with all kinds of annoyance | 


method. 





is to let the two parties find out which is the | strength 

: : ry re . : ‘ 

strongest with their present weapons. | hey will be perfectly intolerant toward him, 
| 


God has a third method of suppressing 
scoundrelism. There are now two methods 
in the world; and he is waiting to introduce 
a third, entirely distinct from the other 
two; and he must wait until he can raise 
up a party that is thoroughly freed from all 
dependence on either of the other methods, 
and that thoroughly appreciates his new 
principle. When ke gets a party that is 
genuine in its sympathy with his method, 
then the conductor will be ready, and not till 
then. We cannot tell any thing about the 
amount of power there is in heaven’s bat- 
tery, until a proper conductor is prepared, 
which has not been done yet. 

Our shortest way to safety and protection, 
is to find out how we can become conduc- 
tors of this great heavenly battery—of the 
power of the great eternal spiritual king- 
dom; and Iet us inquire what is necessary 
for preparation. In tlie first place, it is}: 
plain that the party that is prepared to rep- 
resent and conduct the heavenly spirit, must 
be a party of everlasting patience and en- 
durance—a people that will carry out the 
peace-principles of Christ to their utmost 
extent: ‘ Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that despitefully use you, 
and persecute you’—a people who will 
keep the peace in the face of all kinds of 
provocations—that cannot be provoked by 
personal insults. It must be a people who 
have thoroughly entered into sympathy with 
Jesus Christ and the martyr church, and 
that soberly and practically count that ‘ the 
long-suffering of God is salvation.’ It takes 
one who has sounded the eternal depths, 
and knows what an exceeding great thing it 
is to be saved, and what an awful thing it 
is to be damned—to know how to be patient 
and long-suffering, and not in a hurry to see 
wrongs righted. But a person who reali- 
zes the tremendous character of eternal 
destinies, instead of asking for vengeance, 
as long as it could be helped, would pray 
for his enemies—would pray for them in the 
midst of their wrath, as Christ and Stephen 
did. It is not over-generousness that prompts 





All that can be done in such cases, | fi 


and perfectly intolerant toward unbelief, sin, 
and the power of death—ready to spend 
their strength, and to sacrifice their lives, 
if necessary, with a vow in their hearts, that 
the devil shall be expelled from the world— 
that sin, unbelief and death shall be driven 
out—that none of them shall be tolerated 
in this world. 
in respect to these deep principalities will 
lead them out into hostilities, and severity 
of judgment, that will not suit mere * peace 
men’ at all. 
will be toward those that most actively and 
effectually support and maintain this gov- 
ernment of Satan. 


people that God will choose as the conductors 
of his Spirit to the world : wnlimited intoler- 
ance of sin, on the one hand, and, on the 
other, full sympathy with the forbearance 
if God. 
as a school, is to make us more and more 
appreciate the wisdom and beauty of God’s 
forbearance and patience ; and despise the 
idea of asking vengeance upon enemies, on 
personal grounds, or in any way, except as 
connected with the great project of destroy- 
ing the power of sinand the devil, in the 
world. 
ening our acquaintance with the magnitude 
of salvation and damnation. 
of it all is, to increase our intolerance 
toward the essence of all unrighteousness, 
and the author of it, and the principalities 
and powers that support it. 
ances of persecution and injustice, may be 
turned to good account, in the way of laying 
up wrath against the day of wrath, when 
Satan and his angels and kingdom shall be 
destroyed. Every blow that the devil strikes, 
is sure to tell in the final reaction. 
far as there is any tendency to resent insults 
—so far as combativeness is exercised in a 
narrow-minded way—and so far as there is 
any fear or unbelief, that keeps us from being 
gentle and patient, we are not prepared at 
all, to become conductors of the power of 
the heavenly government. 


rom Satan’s agents, and spend their whole | 


- > 
on the ‘Supreme scoundrel. 


Of course, their interference 


Their severity and hostility 


These are the two characteristics of the 


The tendency of our experience 


Then, our experience is also deep- 


The tendency 


All the annoy- 


But so 


to such a course of action from a wise man, 
a true believer; it comes from a sober os) 
mate of facts, and a corresponding exercise ‘believe that a will—a power of magnetism 
of the feelings. 
the eternal depths, could not be tempted to. 
ask for vengeance, on account of superfi- 
cial, temporary disturbances, however 
voking they might be. He would delight | 





Supposing a people were brought into a 


state where God’s heart could pour itself 
out freely into them, and through them, I 


would go forth from such a people, and sur- 
round them, that would be more effectual in 


‘suppressing iniquity, and protecting right- 


eousness, than any of the methods of the 
world. When Judas led the Jews out to 
take Christ, as soon as they fronted him, 
they all fellback, they could not approach 
him till he gave them liberty. He laid 
down his life himself ; not only by refraining 
to call in the aid-of angelic legions, but by 
refraining to exercise the spiritual power he 
possessed. Magnetic power is well known 
to be a tremendous power of paralysis. | 
should name the power of paralysis as_ the 
first weapon of God’s spiritual kingdom.—- 
Then there is a power of controlling passions 
and persuading minds, by spirit and_ will, 
that effectually supersedes the necessity of 
force. 

Spiritual power is the only thing that the 
righteous can rely upon ultimately, for 
security and protection. They cannot rely, 
except for temporary purposes, on the laws of 
the country, or on their own good behavior 
and prudence. There are wicked men 
that mind nothing about good behavior, but 
on the contrary good behavior provokes 
them, and the better we behave the worse 
they willhateus. Cain hated Abel because 
his own works were evil, and his brother's 


righteous. Righteousness simply, is not 


any protection ; on the contrary it attracts 


wrath. Our hope of safety from oppression. 
is not in our good behavior, or in the 
methods of the world, but in spiritual power 
first, and then in.God’s providence as an 
accessory of that power. If we can present 
to God a sympathetic conductor, so that his 
power will come into us, his providences 
also will surround us and play in our favor. 

Let the righteous set their face in this 
direction, look for miraculous help coming 
through their own spirits, not miraculous 
help disconnected from them, but conducted 
through them ; and let them not judge the fi- 
ture by the past in their own experience, ox 
limit the resources of God until they have pre- 
sented to him a genuine conductor. It 
would be well for them to look over old re- 
cords, and see what resources God has, in- 
dependent of carnal weapons. Believing 
that the God of the Bible is their God, and 
that there is no truth in that 
the age of miracies is past, it is perfectly 


the doctrine 


legitimate that they should refresh their 
minds with all the instances in which Geil 
has confounded his enemies, and the enemies 
of his people. They need not stir up any 
fanatical faith, demanding of God that he 
shall do now as he has done before ;_ but let 
them refresh and comfort their minds with 
general convictions and persuasions, from 
the history of the past, and from their own 
discoveries of Christ's nature and power. 
that they are safe in his hands ; that he has 
plenty of weapons ; that he is an all-sufficient 
protector; that his government is effectual : 
that he will prove himself faithful ; and that 
not a “ hair of their heads shall perish.” 

I think that, not only in our organization. 
but in what may be called the civilized 
world, including England, France, Germa- 
ny, &c., there isarapid tendency towards a 
state of things that will give God a good 
conductor in the world. ‘The dreadful de- 
feat in the old French Revolution has _pro- 
duced a reaction in France against using 
violent means to obtain justice. I believe 
that the spirit of liberty that is now crying 
out from the depths of oppression—at least 
the most intelligent spirit of that kind in 
these countries——is betaking itself to peacea- 
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ble methods, and has become sick of the old 
methods of violence. Hugh Dougherty, 
who probably represents a large class, says 
that he forewarned the French Revolution- 
ists, all through their late movement, that 
they would not succeed by fighting. Expe- 
rience certainly must instruct people; and 
a great amount of wisdom must be gained 
from the experience of the old French Rev- 
olution, from the last one, and from the Hun- 
garian Revolution. We see in these revo- 
lutions a most striking manifestation of the 
liability to defeat in a very just cause, if you 
use the same weapons that the devil uses. 
I think that in this country, and in the old 
countries, the sober, God-fearing part of 
men, are not losing their real vehemence, 
indignation and intolerance toward oppres- 
sion and barbarism, but they are improving 
in their views of ways and means. Our 
most sensible politicians have no confidence 
in these barbarous and ferocious ways of 
asserting justice ; but they are thoroughly 
determined that the barbarism of slavery 
shall be put down, and they thoroughly be- 
lieve it can, and will, be put down. They 
are not entirely rid of their attachment 
to law as a method of obtaining justice, but 
they are thoroughly convinced that ferocity 
—physical force and violence—are not the 
true methods of suppressing barbarism.— 
[imagine that there are many who find 
themselves sadly cornered in their own feel- 
ings on the subject-—who find that injustice 
is rampant, under the cover of law, and find 
their hearts fully determined to resist op- 
pression—and yet have no weapons. ‘The 
law is against them, and they dislike to re- 
sort to mobs ; and what todo they know 
not. They will have to stand in that dis- 
tressing condition until they begin to disco- 
ver the third method. It is my impression 
that a large party is rising up in the civilized 
world, that will gradually present to heaven 
a suitable conductor; and that party will 
be found to be, by virtue of the fire in its 
heart, almighty. 

The character of a power is one thing, 
and the intensity of it is quite another thing. 
For instance a slight charge from a galvanic 
battery is favorable to life—there is nothing 
noxious in it: but a heavy charge of it will 
kill. So a spirit may be of the most mild, 
forbearing character conceivable, sweet and 
benevolent, and yet may have an intensity 
like lightning, so that it is capable of de- 
stroying. I suppose this is the fact with 
regard to God’s power: it is full of all good- 
ness, mildness, and forbearance; and yet 
is an element of the most awful intensity. 

By cultivating in ourselves love, meek- 
ness, patience, Xc., we increase the intensity 
of our spirits, and become more perfect con- 
ductors of the intense spirit-fire of God. 


Cable-Galk, by J. 4. N.--No. 47. 
Dee, 25, 1852. 

DUTY AND SPORT. 

The life of a man naturally divides itself 
into two departments—that of labor, or duty- 
doing, and sport; and the essential differ- 
ence between the two, is that labor is obli- 
gatory—it is necessary in some way, either 
physically or morally, and is done from con- 
science, not because it is attractive; but 
sport is something which is not required as 
obligatory, but is eagerly sought after, and 
is attractive in itself. 

(We are at work in one or the other of 
these spheres, in all that we do; and accor- 
ding to the definition I have given, eating 
and drinking is sport. I think it is rightly 
so called, and that we ought to consider we 
are having a good game of sport when we 
are at the table.) 

Now these two departments of life are 
both of them important, and I would observe 
that they belong, in the ordinary course of 
things, to different ages of mankind. ‘The 
young life is mostly engaged in sport, and 
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employments, and have a due mixture of 
the two elements. And I think according 
to the dictates of true instinct and of the 
Bible, if we give the preference to either, it 
will be to sport. The poetical, youthful el- 
ement is brought to view in this text: * Ex- 
cept ye be converted and become as little 
children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.’ And taking the old doggerel— | 

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy, 

All play and no work makes him a mere toy, 

[ should say, oz the whole, all play and no 
work is preferable to all work and no play ; 
though either of them is not good alone, 
But the playful, sportive life, that flows out 
freely in attraction, is certainly the purest 
and freshest, and the nearest to God and 
heaven ; and so far as the life has become 
hardened into a mere dull sense of duty, and 
only goes out in will-works and the laborious 
discharge of obligations, it is dead ; it has lost 
even its natural vivacity and virtue. 

I am not pleading against labor and duty, 
but simply comparing duty with sport, with 
a view to show the importance of both, and 
the necessity of reconciling them and bring- 
ing them together. ‘There are two things 
that we may do in order to bring about a 
reconciliation. We may try to make labor 
and duty attractive ; and thus bring one of 
the parties forward toward meeting the 
other; and we may elevate sport, on the 
other hand, into the sphere of duty, and 
give it the dignity of religious obligation. 
Che fault that [ should find with the 
churches and with Associationists, in their 
efforts to bring about a medium, is, that they 
give attention to only one of these depart- 
ments; their efforts are confined to making 
labor attractive. The churches tell you that 
religious duties ought to be very attractive : 
and that you must try to make them so. 
This is only half of what is required. They 
ought to give attention to, and take up 
things which are now called sport, the amuse- 
ments of the world, and baptize them, take 
them into the church and elevate them into 
a spiritual character. They should teach 
the people to regard their sports as at the 
same time duties, and their duties, sport, 
transferring the idea of duty to sport, and 
sport to duty. It is the same thing as the 
reconciliation of religion and worldly busi- 
ness. Not only seek to carry your business 
up into your religion, but carry your religion 
down into your business. There should be 
a meeting, aud reciprocal action between 
the two. 

This is our province of reform. It is the 
only thing we have to do. It is what we 
are at work at here, in confessing Christ at 
the table and converting ordinary meals into 
the Lord’s supper—we are carrying sport 
up into an elevated place. It is sport to 
eat and drink—it is and must be attractive, 
and sure to engage our attention. Now we 
must introduce new associations, new spirit- 
ual connections, and teach ourselves that 
we are doing duty in having this sport, that 
it is part of our religion. We shal! make 
duties sport, by making our sports duties. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR. 

Christ’s Power Manifested in Weakness. 
‘My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
This 
assurance of grace is as valid now to every 
true believer in Christ, as it was when given to 
Paul. Ife was called to fill up the measure of 
Christ’s sutferings. He could say ‘I take pleas- 
ure in infirmities, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am 
He did not narrow 


strength is made perfect in weakness.’ 


weak then ain [ strong.” 
down this promise so as to make it cover only 
the special buffetings of ‘ Satan’s messenger, 
athorn in the flesh,’ but took - it as a promise 
from God, that his grace should be sufficient 
for every emergency. Though Paul was no 
doubt sorely tried in this affliction through 
which Satan took occasion to tempt and buffet 
him, yet he recognized God in it, and in a con- 
fiding, believing spirit, accepted the chastise- 





the old life in duties. But it is evident that 
the separation of the two departments is not 
good ; that it would be for the benefit of the | 
children to be engaged in duties some, and | 
on the other hand, it would be well for the! 
old to take part in seasonable sport. It 


ment from his hand, seeing the design, which 
was that he might not‘ be exalted above meas- 
ure.’ When he thrice besought the Lord that 
this affliction might depart, the answer he re- 
ceived was, ‘ My grace is sufficient for t'ee.’ 


spirit, but in gladness. ‘ Most gladly therefore | 
will I glory in mine infirmities, that the power | 
of Christ may rest upon me. | 

Weakness invites strength: hence Paui, | 
when he was weak by himself, became recep- 
tive to the strength of Christ. The same pow- | 
er of God that wrought in Christ when he | 
raised him from the dead, rested upon Paul. | 
He says of Christ, ‘Though he was crucified 
through weakness, yet he liveth by the power | 


of God.’ 


power of God toward you.’ Who among us does 
not find in time of trial, that this grace is suth- 
cient for him, and that infirmities, if they induce 
meekness and humility, are real blessings ; 
since by them we become receptive to the grace 
of Christ, and his power rests upon us. Peter, 
speaking of this power, says, ‘ Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to his abundant merey, hath begot- 
ten us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an in- 
heritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation.? The idea here presented by 
Peter is, that the power which raised Christ 
from the dead, is the medium of salvation to us; 
and that we are the children of God, by our 
union with Christ through faith, according to 
his purpose and foreknowledge. Whatever then 
may be our circumstances and temptations, we 
can rejoice that we are kept by the power of 
God unto salvation. 

Christ’s nature was a combination of the hu- 
man and divine elements. By means of this 
union, God had access to human nature asa 
whole, so that by the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead, he was able to beget untoa 
lively hope, all that are baptized into him, who 
are the elect according to his purpose. He 
has reserved an inheritance for all who believe. 
The only difficulty then, in the way of this 
power, must be unbelief. He that believeth, 
will inevitably find this power working in him, 
and keeping him unto salvation, 

Temptations, and all trials, are a part of the 
inheritance of the saints. In the early stages 
of experience, while faith is weak, the effect 
of suffering is, to produce darkness of mind, 
and heaviness of spirit. We might ask, Why 
does God suffer this? Evidently for two rea- 
sons. One is, that he values faith that is ¢ried, 
above every thing else ; for that only is the faith 
through which he can manifest his power with 
sufficient energy to destroy the devil and his 
works. Another reason why God suffers Satan 
to assail us is, that by so doing he may wear 
In all his assaults he is weakened 
By this experience 


himself out. 
and we are strengthened 
we receive an assurance of faith that saves us 
from all fear of his attacks. 

So then all believers may bear in mind, 
through all possible experience, that God is 
trying their faith and strengthening the power 
of Christ in them. We may be brought to 
feel as Paul did, that we are ‘ pressed out of 
measure ;’ still we can rejoice and take courage, 
knowing that however perplcxing our situation 
may be, these promises are sure :—‘ My grace 
is sufficient for thee :’? ‘Ye are kept by the 
power of God, through faith, unto salvation.’ 


These declarations are adequate to every 
emergency. We may rest assured that God 


will answer every sincere prayer for the re- 
moval of any obstruction, either by granting 
our desire, or giving us grace equaling the de- 
mand, to sustain us. ‘Therefore we will ‘ fear 
not,’ but ‘ rather glory in infirmities, taat the 
power of Christ may rest upon us.’ With this 
strength we may truly say, that ‘the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of’ strong- 
holds.’ *. 8 

Wallingford, Jan. 5, 1853. 





A Thought about Hades. 

My impression is that the source of the vital 
fluid which sustains the powers of Hades, is in 
this world. As in galvanic processes, the gal- 
vanic fire—the electricity—is conveyed on 
wires, and takes effect on machinery at a dis- 
tance from the central machine that evolves 





would be well for both parties to exchange e accepted this answer, not ina complaining | the electricity ; so I conceive that this world, 


Then he adds, ‘ For we also are | 
ae Re pie ats | 
weak in him, but we shall live with him by the 


where spirits and matter are in connection, and 
where the fire of life is being constantly re- 
produced, is the galvanic battery where the 
fluid is generated which carries on operations in 
Hades. Everything that takes piace in Hades 
is entirely dependent on the fluid generated in 
this world. In other words, if Hades had not 
this world for its battery and basis, it would 
fall into the inane—into outer darkness. The 
atmosphere, clouds, thunder, storms, &c., 
boast themselves against the earth, as though 
they were more etherial, and far superior to 
this earth, and independent of it: but the 
truth is, they are derived from the earth, and 
sustained by it. Here is the place where posi- 
tive creation, the highest act of God, is all the 
time going on. We do not learn that this is 
the fact in Hades. 

The relative position of things is not deter- 
mined by age, respectability and outward cir- 
cumstances, but by the relation they sustain 
to God. The great question is, where is God ? 
—where is the eternal fire preéminent ?— 
Our investigations are bringing us to this con- 
clusion: that God, the angels and Primitive 
church, are interior to us, but the powers of 
Hades are exterior to us. Conceiving of the 
whole of existence as in concentric circles, 
from God outward, and conceiving that the 
power, majesty, and real value of any given 
cirele is in proportion to its proximity to God, 
then I should say, that we come in order be- 
fore Hades. The resurrection church is be- 
fore us, and the whole of the worid of the 
dead is behind us.—Home- Talk. 





Correspondence of the Circular. 
The Faith-Cure--Another Witness. 
Putney, Jan. 5, 1853. 

Dear Bro. C.: It is now four months since 
I first made a confession of Christ, and entered 
a community school. And feeling that a pub- 
lic acknowledgment of God’s dealings with and 
goodness to me isa privilege to myself, and 
a duty to Christ and the church, I will endea- 
vor to give you a short account of it. When 
you first called on me, as you know, you found 
me in a very hard, unbelieving state, and so 
reduced in health, that I did not expect to live 
from one month to another. The best physi- 
cians had given my case up as hopeless, and 
said I could not live but a very short time.— 
Through your instrumentality I became con- 
vineed that Christ was in me, and confessed 
him a Savior from all sin, not only for the soul, 
but a Savior also from disease and death.— 
Since that time my faith has been gradually 
increasing, and as my faith has inereased my 
health has improved. There liave been instan- 
ces in my case, of direct manifestations of “od’s 
goodness and power. One was in curing me 
of a severe cough that had troubled me for 
some time and was very painful. I confessed 
that Christ was able to cure we of it, and be- 
lieved that he would ; and I was cured almost 
instantly, and have not been troubled with it 
since. There are other instances that I could 
mention of the healing power of Christ through 
faith. 

I have been much interested in reading a 
piece in the second vol. of the Spiritual Maga- 
zine, written by ‘H.,’ and headed ‘ Generalizing 
Fuith.? What is said there about our little 
acts of faith, that by twisting them together 
they make a strong cord, is true in my ease.— 
I confess the faith of Christ in me, that will 
overcome all obstacles, and feel assured that 
by the help of God I shall go on conquering 
and to conquer. The sincerity with which I 
have been treated by the family has been a 
creat help to me, and the means of strengthen- 
ing my faith. 

There is a good work going on in this old 
field of Mr. Noyes’ labors, that will yet tell to 
the honor and glory of God. i find my love 
growing stronger and stronger every day for 
community life and community principles, and 
feel like returning thanks to you for the paper. 
It is a rich gift to me, and one that I appre- 
ciate very highly. With much love, I remain 
sincerely your brother in Christ, 





Gro. C. Varn. 
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